ANIMAL AND PET POLICY

Having a relationship with a pet and/or animal can help children develop a caring approach and skills such
as nurturing, responsibility, empathy and improved communication. Having a pet in an early childhood
environment enables children who are not otherwise exposed to animals learn these skills. The pet becomes
part of the daily educational program and leads to activities and learning about other animals.

PURPOSE

Having pets at our Highland Grove can be a valuable part of children’s education, enriching their learning
about nature, ecology and relationships. Encouraging direct contact and developing bonds with animals can
help children to develop empathy. Providing children with access to animals helps them learn about the life
cycle and relationships and improves communication. Our Service aims to provide a safe, hygienic and
humane environment for all animals and pets that visit or reside at HGP, which will educate children in the
proper care of animals.

SCOPE
This policy applies to children, families, staff, management and visitors of the Service.

IMPLEMENTATION
Questions to consider prior to having a pet. (Staff meetings provide a forum for discussion).
e How will the animal be cared for on weekends and during service closure periods?
e What physical space is available? Is it adequate for the animal you are thinking of?
¢ What time will be available throughout the day to care for the animal, or will educators be asked to
give up some personal time for this?
e Are there any children or educators who are allergic to, or have phobias of, animals?
¢ What changes in policies and procedures need to be considered?
e What are the health and safety risks? (See playground Risk Assessment in part).

Disease
Access to animals at Highland Grove requires special consideration to prevent the spread of infectious
diseases. To minimize the possibility of the spread of disease, the following procedures have been
implemented.

e Children and adults use effective handwashing after handling pets/animals, or handling bedding,

cages or enclosures.
e Pets will receive all injections required by a vet.
e The areas where pets/animals live and stay will be cleaned regularly (gloves will be used).

Appropriate supervision
Children are appropriately supervised when they have contact with animals to avoid potential injury or
harm to the child or the animal.

Service Pets

e All pets and their enclosures are to be kept clean and hygienic with appropriate bedding and water.

¢ Food will be made available for all pets and animals but kept out of reach of children at all times.

e Any animal or pet kept at HGP are regularly fed, cleaned, vaccinated, and checked for fleas, diseases
and wormed.

¢ Animals including pets will not be allowed in the sand pit, children’s eating or sleeping area.

e Anyone who has handled the animal will immediately wash their hands after they have finished
handling the animal or pet.

¢ We will include in the program how to properly care for animals and how to treat them
appropriately.

Animal Visit

There are situations that may spontaneously occur, involving animals. For example, there may be a
situation where an animal or bird has made its way into the Service. Educators may use this as a
spontaneous learning experience for the children. At all times they will ensure the safety and wellbeing of
the children. At no time is the potentially dangerous animal, insect or bird to be approached or touched by
Educators, children or families.




If an animal or bird is potentially dangerous, such as a snake or spider, educators will contact an
appropriate authority for assistance. In NSW this authority is the National Parks and Wildlife Service -
1300 361 967 (8.30am — 5.00pm) or NSW Wildlife Information, Rescue and Education Service Inc. on 13
000 WIRES - 13 00 094 737.

A professional should monitor the animal’s movements to ensure a speedy and efficient capture, but
priority is to be given to Educator, child and family safety.

It is important for management or Educators of the Service to complete a risk assessment prior to animals
being brought to the Service.

Pests & Vermin
e Pest control will occur at the Service on a twice annually basis.

Educators will monitor any occurrences in the Service to determine the success of control measures.

If pests and vermin are seen, Educators will advise the Nominated Supervisor.

The Approved Provider is responsible for arranging additional pest control visits.

Where appropriate, Educators will discuss with the children safety issues relating to dangerous

products, plants, vermin and objects.

e If the remains of animal or animal faeces have been found, the remains will be disposed of according
to the local Council guidelines and the area where the remains were found will be thoroughly
disinfected.
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